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The OE was a Operational  Endeavour Prize I believe which was awarded to a Aircrew who could produce by photographic evidence that they had pinpointed the Target precisely and could also show photographically the target being hit.. If this was achieved a Cartoon was produced such as you can see in gallery  2 and given to each member of the Crew. There were about five different Captions which were produced and all the Crews name would be on it and then each member of that Crew would sign each others to keep as a memento for ever. They 

were also awarded vouchers, but what they were worth or what they did with them I am not sure. { Probably to get free drinks in the Mess }





       This illustration is an Operation Endeavour Prize‚
To his family he was affectionately known as ‘Buggs” and at his high school he became known as ‘Porky’. His principal described him as ‘a fuzzy bear’ due to his size and his distinctive thick, dark brush cut. Everyone loved his generosity, enthusiasm, sense of humour and happy smile. But there was also much more: for he possessed the courage to go to war to fight for what he believed in.





To his nieces and nephews, he was the uncle we never knew, for he died in World War II while we were just babies or not even born.








Donald was born in North Bay on June 1, 1922. His family moved to Sudbury in 1924 and lived at 340 Laura Ave. when it was outside the city, with only one other house nearby. He started school at Central Public in 1928 and then transferred to Alexander when it first opened in 1930. It was said that he was the first student through the door when the school opened.








DONALD CAMERON PLAUNT


Warrant Officer II


Pilot, RCAF


June 1, 1922 – March 12, 1943








Donald was the second youngest of a close-knit family, who spent their summers together at Wye (now Sheahan) near Lake Pogamasing where his father had a lumber mill in the 1930’s.





He was a very active and loved to play hockey, ride horses, and build model airplanes.





He especially loved the military and joined the Copper Cliff Highland Cadet Corps when he was 12.








Donald, with his neighborhood friends, Tom Smith, Bill Reed and Bob Moss.








After one year at Sudbury High School, he completed his secondary education at Ridley College in St. Catharines. In his graduating year he played on both the football and hockey championship teams, and was Second-in-Command of the Ridley College Cadet Corps.








He enlisted in the Royal Canadian Air Force just as he turned 18 with his two Sudbury friends, Bill Lane, and Syd Smith. When asked why he signed up he responded, “Because it was the proper thing to do”. 














After learning how to fly single and dual engine airplanes in Canada, he left for England in March of 1942. 





He continued to train in England and Scotland and was assigned to fly the largest British bomber, the four-engine Lancaster. He flew with the R. A. F. 97th Squadron and was the captain and pilot of a crew of seven (3 Canadians and 4 British) consisting of a navigator, flight engineer, rear gunner, mid-gunner, bomb aimer and wireless operator.  





But he was closest to his Sudbury friends and continued to see Bill and Syd whenever he was on leave. The three pilots were posted to different squadrons as they flew different planes: Billy flew a Spitfire and Syd, a Mosquito. They were part of a group of 13 that had attended Sudbury High School who wanted to be in pilots or aircrew. They kept in touch with each other through the London YMCA as a former Sudbury YMCA executive director, Joe Barrett, now worked there and knew all the boys from Sudbury. 





After 400 hours of air and combat training, Donald flew his first operation on February 2nd, 1943 and his crew achieved an award for bombing accuracy. It was on March 12, on his 11th mission, that his plane was shot down over Essen, Germany.





Syd was shot down over France, but escaped and was helped back to England by the French underground. He was no longer allowed to fly in combat and returned to Canada to instruct flying until the end of the war. Today he lives in Kitchener.





Sadly, Bill also lost his life. Of the group of 13 aircrew from Sudbury High School, only four returned to Canada.











Donald, on right, with Mike Kennedy and Syd Smith. Billy Lane may have taken the photo.





On March 14th, his parents received the ominous telegram, “REGRET TO INFORM YOU ADVICE HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM THE RCAF CASUALTIES OFFICER OVERSEAS THAT YOUR SON R103187 SERGEANT DONALD CAMERON PLAUNT HAS BEEN REPORTED MISSING AS A RESULT OF AIR OPERATIONS MARCH 12, 1943.”





Soon afterwards, his death was confirmed in another telegram. He was two months shy of his 21st birthday. His family was devastated. “It took the heart out of my father”, said Donald’s older brother, Bill.





His mother wrote to her family in Brantford and tried to take the sting out of their loss. “Don’t feel too badly. He lived a happy and full life and perhaps accomplished more in his 21 years of living than some do in a lifetime. And if he and other lads before him were not so ready to go and die, where would we be? He chose to do this and he did it in his own way.


 “WB (Donald’s father) and I went up to Wye last weekend. Awful lonesome. I would see Donald tearing up the path and shouting ‘where do we eat? ’….”











In Donald’s high school yearbook, his death was recorded as a reminder of the human impact of war. “ Seldom has a school been so shocked and filled with a feeling of personal loss….” 





Donald and his crew are buried in the Commonwealth War Cemetery in the Reichswald Forest, outside of Kleve, Germany, a few kilometers from the Dutch border. He was one of over 18,000 members of the RCAF who lost their lives during WW II.





45 years later, when a Florida friend of his youngest sister, Jean, found out her maiden name was ‘Plaunt’, asked her “Did you have a brother, Donald who was a pilot in the war?” When told yes, she replied, “I grew up in Holland and our school went to visit the Commonwealth War Cemetery in Germany to attend to the graves.  I remembered his name because I used to look after his grave.”


























Before he left for England in March, 1942, he had a visit with his family in Sudbury, and with one of his young nephews and his older sister, Kae.














Air Crew 


Back Row: (left to right) Joe Taylor, mid-upper gunner; Trevor Williams, flight engineer; Donald Plaunt, pilot; Jean-Louis Viau, bomb aimer.


Front Row: Jock Lochrie, rear gunner; and Ralph Franks, wireless operator.


Missing: John Smith, navigator











Lancaster Bomber





Lancaster Bomber





DONALD CAMERON PLAUNT


Warrant officer II


Pilot, RCAF


June 1, 1922 – March 12. 1943





Illustration of Lorient Operation


Lorient was a German submarine base in France and was this crew’s first combat mission.


This illustration is an Operation Endeavour Prize‚ awarded to crews who could produce by photographic evidence that they had hit the target precisely. 











